
 
 
 
 

Schenectady Municipal Housing Authority (SMHA) 
Low Income Public Housing (LIPH) Basic Eligibility Criteria* 

 
• An applicant must qualify as an individual or family as defined by SMHA’s Admissions and 

Continued Occupancy Plan. Head of household must be at least 18 years of age at the time of 
applying for assistance or an emancipated minor by a court of competent jurisdiction, 
consistent with State of New York law. 

 
• All defined families must have annual income at the time of admission that does not exceed 

the established income limits at the time of admission according to the maximum income by 
family size established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (USHUD). 

 
• Applicant and all adult members of the family must pass a criminal background check. 

• Applicant or any member of the family that has ever been convicted of manufacturing or 
producing methamphetamine on the premises of any federally-assisted housing or any family 
household member that is subject to a lifetime registration requirement under a state sex 
offender registration program will not be eligible for housing assistance. 

 
• Applicant and all members of the family must provide documentation of social security 

numbers for all family members or certify that they do not have social security numbers at the 
time of initial eligibility interview. 

 
• Applicant and all members of the family must meet USHUD requirements on citizenship or 

immigration status. 
 

• Applicant or any member of the family must not owe any debt to SMHA or other LIPH or S8 
program nationwide. SMHA reserves the right to deny applications for those who have been 
previously terminated for cause from LIPH or S8. 

 
 
The Schenectady Municipal Housing Authority does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
sex, color, religion, marital status, familial status, national origin, age, pregnancy, 
disability, ancestry, or sexual orientation in the access to, admission into, or employment in 
housing programs or activities. 

 
* Basic eligibility refers to requirements included, but not limited to the points listed above. 
For detailed information about eligibility to SMHA’s Low Income Public Housing Program 
(including eligibility, suitability, and grounds for denial) please review our Admissions and 
Continued Occupancy Plan, Sec. 8.2, 8.3, and 8.4. 

http://www.smha1.org/Forms/PH%20Forms/ACOP%20-%20MASTER%20-%20COMBINED%20COPY%20-%20Effective%204-1-2022.pdf
http://www.smha1.org/Forms/PH%20Forms/ACOP%20-%20MASTER%20-%20COMBINED%20COPY%20-%20Effective%204-1-2022.pdf
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